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NOTICE OF MEETING
LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, 28 MAY 2019 AT 10.00 AM

THE EXECUTIVE MEETING ROOM - THIRD FLOOR,  THE GUILDHALL

Telephone enquiries to Jane Di Dino 023 9283 4060
Email: jane.didino@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

If any member of the public wishing to attend the meeting has access requirements, please 
notify the contact named above.

Committee Members Councillors Claire Udy (Chair), Scott Payter-Harris (Vice Chair), Dave 
Ashmore, Tom Coles, Jason Fazackarley, George Fielding, Hannah Hockaday, Leo Madden, 
Lee Mason, Gemma New, Steve Pitt, Ben Swann , Linda Symes, Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE 
and Tom Wood

The panel today consists of: Councillors Claire Udy, Tom Coles and Benedict Swann
The reserve member is Councillor George Fielding

(NB This agenda should be retained for future reference with the minutes of this meeting).

Please note that the agenda, minutes and non-exempt reports are available to view online on 
the Portsmouth City Council website:  www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Licensing Sub Committee meetings are digitally recorded.

A G E N D A

1  Appointment of Chair 

2  Declaration of Members' Interests 

3  Licensing Act 2003 - The Alchemist, R02 to R03, Central Square South 
Building, Gunwharf Quays, PO1 3TW (Pages 3 - 128)

Purpose
The purpose of this report is for the committee to consider an application for 
the grant of a new premises licence pursuant to section 18 of the Licensing 
Act 2003 ("the Act"). 

The Committee is asked to determine this matter.
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Members of the public are now permitted to use both audio visual recording devices and social 
media during this meeting, on the understanding that it neither disrupts the meeting or records 
those stating explicitly that they do not wish to be recorded. Guidance on the use of devices at 
meetings open to the public is available on the Council's website and posters on the wall of the 
meeting's venue.
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_____________________________________________________________ 

THE ALCHEMIST, PORTSMOUTH 

DISPERSAL POLICY 

_________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of this Dispersal Policy is to ensure, so far as it is possible, that minimum disturbance or 
nuisance is caused to our neighbours and to ensure that the operation of the premises makes the 
minimum impact upon the neighbourhood in relation to potential nuisance and anti-social behaviour. 
This will be achieved by exercising pro-active measures towards and at the end of the evening.  

By ensuring that this Dispersal Policy document is brought to the attention of Management and Staff 
we will seek to encourage the efficient, controlled and safe dispersal of our patrons during our 
closing period. 

1. At the end of the evening management and staff will assist with the orderly and gradual
dispersal of patrons.

2. Staff Members (including door personnel when employed) will advise patrons to leave the
premises quickly and quietly out of respect for our neighbours.

3. Notices will be displayed requesting our customers to leave quietly and in an orderly manner
out of consideration to neighbours and their attention will be drawn to these notices by
members of staff.

4. We will ensure the removal of all bottles and drinking receptacles from any patron before
exiting the premises (this does not apply in the case of consumption in any delineated
external area or in the case of alcohol sold for the purpose of consumption off the premises).

5. We will actively discourage our customers from assembling outside the premises at the end
of the evening.
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OPERATING SCHEDULE 

A) The Prevention of Crime and Disorder

1. A CCTV system shall be maintained and operated at the premises with cameras positioned both
internally and externally.

2. Recorded CCTV images will be maintained and stored for a period of thirty-one days and shall be
produced to the Police or Licensing Authority upon request.

3. CCTV will be in operation at any time a person is in the premises.  Where CCTV is recorded onto
a hard drive system, any DVDs subsequently produced will be in a format so it can be played
back on a standard PC or DVD player.

4. Any person left in charge of the premises must be trained in the use of any such CCTV
equipment, and be able to produce CCTV images to an officer from a responsible authority upon
request.

5. Plans indicating the position of CCTV cameras to be submitted to the Police prior to the premises
opening.

6. On Fridays and Saturdays at least 2 SIA registered door staff shall be employed at the premises
from 21:00 until close.

7. At all other times, SIA registered door staff shall be employed at the premises, in accordance with
a risk assessment, to be carried out by the DPS.  When employed, door staff will wear high
visibility armbands.

8. When employed, a register of those door staff employed shall be maintained at the premises and
shall include:

(i) the number of door staff on duty; 
(ii) the identity of each member of door staff; 
(iii) the times the door staff are on duty. 

9. Open containers of alcohol shall not be removed from the premises, save for consumption in any
delineated external area.

10. All staff involved in the sale of alcohol must receive comprehensive training. No member of staff
shall be permitted to sell alcohol until such a time as they have successfully completed this
training. Training shall cover:

(i) The sale of alcohol to persons under 18 
(ii) Challenge 25 and acceptable forms of identification 
(iii) Signs of drunkenness  
(iv) Refusals register and when/how to use 
(v) The licensing objectives 

This training shall be documented and records kept on the premises. The police and authorised 
officers of the licensing authority shall have access to an individual’s training records on request. 
This training shall be refreshed every 6 months.  

11. A refusals book will be maintained at the premises, and made available to an officer of a
responsible authority upon request.

12. At any given time, a minimum of 70% of the public trading area will be set aside for tables and
chairs.

C:\Users\422915\Desktop\Alchemist Operating Schedule.doc 1

Appendix A

Page 35



13. The designated premises supervisor or a person nominated by them shall attend the local pub
watch. This condition shall only apply where there is a pub watch in existence and membership is
welcomed.

14. The premises shall be a member of the Portsmouth Business Crime Reduction Partnership
(PBCRP) and have access to its database and radio system. This condition shall only apply
where the PBCRP is in existence and where membership is welcomed.

B) Public Safety

1. A first aid box will be available at the premises at all times.

2. Regular safety checks shall be carried out by staff.

3. Management shall liaise with the Fire Authority as necessary to ensure compliance with all
necessary fire regulations.

4. The premises shall maintain an Incident Log and public liability insurance.

C) The Prevention of Public Nuisance

1. Noise from amplified music or voices shall not be such as to cause a noise nuisance to occupants
of nearby premises.

2. No noise shall emanate from the premises nor vibration be transmitted through the structure of
the premises which gives rise to a nuisance.

3. The exterior of the building shall be cleared of litter at regular intervals.

4. Notices will be positioned at the exits to the building requesting customers to leave in a quiet
manner.

5. Doors and windows at the premises are to remain closed after 11pm, save for access and egress.

6. A Dispersal and Smoking Policy will be implemented and adhered to (see attached).

7. The emptying of bins into skips, and refuse collections will not take place between 11pm and
8am.

8. The first floor terrace and the ground floor remote terrace shall cease to be used at 23:00 daily.
The ground floor terrace shall cease to be used for drinking and/or dining at 23:00 daily. After this
time, this area shall be used for smokers only, and smokers shall not be permitted to take drinks
into the area with them.

9. An electronic noise limiting device shall be installed and used to control music noise levels
associated with all performances of amplified live and recorded music. The system shall include a
frequency control and shall be set at an internal level to be agreed with the local authority.

D) The Protection of Children From Harm

1. A “Challenge 25” Policy shall be implemented in full and appropriate identification sought from
any person who appears to be under the age of 25.  The only acceptable forms of identification
shall be photographic driving licences, passports, HM forces cards, or a form of identification with
the "PASS" hologram.

C:\Users\422915\Desktop\Alchemist Operating Schedule.doc 2Page 36



2. Notices advising what forms of ID are acceptable must be displayed.

3. Notices must be displayed in prominent positions indicating that the Challenge 25 policy is in
force.
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_____________________________________________________________ 

THE ALCHEMIST PORTSMOUTH  

SMOKING & AL FRESCO DINING POLICY 

_________________________________________________________ 

1. Any outside area used by customers wishing to dine, drink or smoke shall be clearly
delineated and covered by the CCTV system which will be installed at the premises.

2. The outside areas shall be monitored by staff or door staff regularly at all times they are in
use.

3. The areas will be cleaned regularly.

4. Suitable receptacles shall be provided for smokers to dispose of cigarette butts.

5. Signs will be displayed in the areas requesting customers keep noise to a minimum.

6. Patrons who disregard signage and verbal instructions regarding noise will be asked to move
inside and/or leave the premises.

7. Open containers of alcohol shall not be permitted to be taken beyond the boundary of the
outside areas (save for the purpose of transporting to those areas).

8. The first floor terrace and the ground floor remote terrace shall cease to be used at 23:00
daily. The ground floor terrace shall cease to be used for drinking and/or dining at 23:00
daily. After this time, this area shall be used for smokers only, and smokers shall not be
permitted to take drinks into the area with them.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Mike Green

Address: Flat 123 No 1  Gunwharf Quays, St Thomas, Portsmouth, Portsmouth City Council PO1

3FS

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:6:49 PM on 26 Apr 2019 We have lived at Gunwharf Quays for more than 8 years, and

are happy to live alongside the thriving commercial and entertainment environment in our

neighbourhood.

We objected to the first application by The Alchemist. However, we attended the recent

presentation given to Gunwharf residents by The Alchemist and Land Securities and were pleased

to note the improved conditions within their revised application, and now understand their offering

in more detail.

We believe that The Alchemist is a different 'animal' to The Liquorist next door - which has a

history of noise disruption, and the two should not be compared when judging the licence

application.

We are very happy to see the vacant premises occupied as soon as possible, providing

employment, particularly in the current economic climate.

We and our family expect to use The Alchemist as it brings an exciting new offering to Gunwharf,

attracting a 'different' visitor demographic.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Dr Malcolm Alison

Address: 36 The Vulcan, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BF

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:8:51 AM on 27 Apr 2019 I strongly object to the conversion of the existing 'Strada'

premises to a late night drinking establishment. Along canalside we already have 'All Bar One'

'Customs House' and 'The Liquorist' and 'The Alchemist' would make it a wall-to-wall serious

drinking venue. This is totally incompatible with a residential area and would be the beginning of a

slippery slope leading to the ruination of a once unique development. We already have regular

episodes of rowdy drunken behaviour and only yesterday witnessed two young teenage girls,

clearly out of their skulls, throwing half empty beer cans across the car park at 4.30 PM!

I am not against drinking per se, in fact I regularly frequent Custom House, but I cannot for the life

of me think that GQ needs another 'pub' (calling it a restaurant is simply window dressing) that will

stay open until at least 01.30 on at least 4 nights - such an establishment has no place in a

residential area. If a licence was granted, then perhaps people would be slightly more sympathetic

if the 'Alchemist' was subject to more normal licensing restrictions (closing time 23.00). Residents

did not intend to buy into an area of loutish behaviour and in my opinion would be entitled to

financial redress from whoever allows the deliberate degradation of a once fine area. We already

have instances of vandalism in the open car parks and this venture will mean GQ will be an even

stronger magnet for young people simply determined to drink themselves into a coma.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mrs Sue Barnes

Address: 5 Neptune Court, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TE

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:5:27 PM on 27 Apr 2019 Re The Alchemist gunwharf quays.

Dear sir or madam

With regard to the proposal for an application for a late night drinking licence for the alchemist bar

, I wish to register my objection. This is because there is already considerable inconvenience ,

unacceptable noise and antisocial behaviour from The Liquorist when customers leave late at

night. Any application for another late night drinking licence will only exacerbate this situation. As a

resident of a property not immediately overlooking the premises, I am still affected by customers

when they disperse from from these type of establishments very late at night.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Alan Batt

Address: 35 Jupiter Court, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TS

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:12:16 PM on 29 Apr 2019 I want to object to the above application on the grounds of the

disturbance it will cause to the neighbouring residential area. Though I live in a block of flats

'sheltered' from the proposed premises by the intervening Canalside building, I already hear

shouting, shrieking, singing, chanting etc. from the open-air eating and drinking areas adjacent to

these premises. And the method used to disperse drunken revellers simply does not work as they

remain in the area - causing more disturbance - even after the licensing hours. The proposed

application will only make matters worse. If there is any justification at all for such bars in a family-

friendly commercial area of Gunwharf Quays, they should be located in the centre of the area and

not on the boundary with the neighbouring residential area. Further since off-license drinks are

already catered for by the late hours of the local supermarket, the off-premises license seems only

designed to cater for drinking in the public spaces around the Gunwharf quays area, after the

proposed licensing times.

Appendix C

Page 51



This page is intentionally left blank



Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Paul Beaumont

Address: 23 The Vulcan, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BF

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:9:20 AM on 30 Apr 2019 30.4.19

Dear Sirs

I wish to register my OBJECTION to the above referenced "Premises Licence" application for The

Alchemist (19/02112/LAPREM). The Alchemist is in very close proximity to Gunwharf Quays

residential dwellings, and the potential disturbances to residents likely to be caused by the

granting of such a licence is clearly not acceptable.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Paul Birdseye

Address: 42 Brecon House The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BP

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:2:25 PM on 24 Apr 2019 The Senior Licensing Officer, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square,

Portsmouth, PO1 2AL

Re: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Ltd, Gunwharf Quays - (19/02112/LAPREM)

Dear Sir/Madam

With regard to the above licensing case, I wish to register my objection to this application for a late

night drinking licence, on the grounds that we residents already experience unacceptable noise

and disturbance from the adjoining premises known as "The Liquorist". The granting of an

additional licence in the former Strada premises will undoubtedly exacerbate the problem of rowdy

and boisterous revellers disturbing our residential neighbours throughout the early hours of the

mornings.

Whilst LandSec (the Landlords of the premises) continue to deal with matters as best they are

able, the issue of noise from outside drinkers, not to mention the smokers (who have to be catered

for) is an unwanted and unacceptable imposition on our rights to enjoy a quiet and peaceful

existence between the hours of 23.00 and 08.00. The current application will result in external

drinkers and/or smokers being pushed further on to The Canalside and evermore closer to the

residential units opposite. In addition, the approach and dispersal of customers HAS to be along

The Canalside, once again increasing footfall and potential noise.

The presence of late night drinking venues immediately adjacent to residential units is totally

inappropriate and should not be considered, as there are far more appropriate locations within the

development, away from our prestigious residential area that we like to call "Home".

Appendix C

Page 55



This page is intentionally left blank



Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Ms Susan Blacklin

Address: 68 Arethusa House, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TQ

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:9:44 AM on 29 Apr 2019 I write to register my OBJECTION to the premises licence

application for The Alchemist. The Canalside is already subject to noise and late night

disturbances due to the existing venues The Liquorist and Tiger Tiger, If another late night venue

is granted along this area it will only add to the general anti-social behaviour that has become the

blight of Gunwharf living for residents.

The Alchemist will add to the footfall of late night revellers wandering between one drinking venue

and another until the early hours of the morning, with smokers and groups of customers

congregating outside the premises in very close proximity to residential dwellings and its residents

who already regularly experience disturbed sleep as a result.

It is incomprehensible that the landlord LandSec, despite considerable complaints from residents,

choose not only to ignore residents concerns but continue to actively pursue the siting of late night

drinking venues so close to residential dwellings given the inherent inability of operators and

security in controlling or containing the disturbances and noise issues both during opening hours

and when customers are dispersed from the premises out onto Canalside.

This area immediately adjacent to residential dwellings is wholly inappropriate for the location of

late night drinking venues such as The Alchemist.
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Stone, Derek

From: Licensing Shared Email
Sent: 26 April 2019 07:50
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: FW: Alchemist Premises Licence Application  (19/02112/LAPREM)

From: Nicholas Booth [ ]  
Sent: 25 April 2019 20:07 
To: Robson, Debra; Licensing Shared Email 
Subject: Alchemist Premises Licence Application (19/02112/LAPREM) 

As a resident of Gunwharf Quays I would like to register my objection to this licensing application. 

Thankfully I do not live directly opposite the proposed premises of the Alchemist, or indeed the existing 
Liquorist. 

I live on the other side of the Canalside, facing South and away from these premises. However, I am still 
regularly disturbed late at night and in the early hours by noise from both inside and outside the Liquorist. 
The noise made by people leaving the Liquorist in the early hours is appalling. 

I have no desire for this to be made worse by yet another late night drinking establishment right next door 
to the Liquorist. 

Not only is the noise unbearable for the residents, but it seems to me that slowly but surely Gunwharf 
Quays' reputation is being eroded, as it becomes known more for its late night drunken, slobbish and 
rowdy behaviour than for the prestige shopping outlet for which it has hitherto been known. I fear that as 
its good reputation diminishes, so the value of all properties in the area will suffer.  

Why is it necessary to place late night drinking establishments right opposite the residential area ? It 
seems to me that there are plenty of potential sites closer to the tower, backing onto the station for 
example, and away from the residents, which would be far more suited to this type of establishment. 

Best regards, 
Nick Booth 

37 Anson Court 
Gunwharf Quays 
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Stone, Derek

From: Barrie Dunn 
Sent: 11 April 2019 10:48
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: Gunwharf Quays - e-mail from 17 Anson Court  Alchemist Application  Reference 

19/02112/LAPREM

Dear Ms Robson, 

Please accept this email as my notification concerning: 
The Alchemist Application  Reference 19/02112/LAPREM 

I strongly object to the application for serving alcohol at the proposed late night drinking bar "The 
Alchemist". 

There is already much noise from persons leaving and congregation outside the bars on the other side of 
the apartments owned by residents of Gunwharf Quays. 
Most of the noise is generated by revellers who have consumed large amounts of alcohol. 

with regards, 
Barrie Dunn 
17 Anson Ct, 
Gunwharf Quays 
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mrs Margaret Earnshaw

Address: 16 Lysander Court, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TB

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:1:13 PM on 11 Apr 2019 OBJECTION:

Although I felt the presentation by The Alchemist to the Gunwharf Residents demonstrated that

this is a well thought-through concept offering an environment of a high standard, I cannot agree

to the late operating hours with music as this, however well managed, would impact directly on the

well-being of residents overlooking this area of Gunwharf Quays. There is already an

unacceptable level of disruption to our privacy and comfort with the noise caused by the Liquorist

and to allow another similar venue to operate in close proximity to this can only increase the

disruption and noise levels. This should be a retail area with the nightclubs being located away

from the residential area.
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Stone, Derek

From: Licensing Shared Email
Sent: 28 April 2019 11:16
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: FW: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Ltd, Gunwharf Quays - (19/02112/LAPREM)

From: OWEN ENGEHAM [ ]  
Sent: 27 April 2019 12:40 
To: Licensing Shared Email 
Subject: Re: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Ltd, Gunwharf Quays - (19/02112/LAPREM) 

The Senior Licensing Officer, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, PO1 2AL 

We strongly object to the above application due to the extra noise it will incur to 
GWQ residents. There is already a lot of noise from apparently intoxicated clubbers in 
the early hours of the morning. The sale of alcohol until 1.00am for consumption OFF 
the premises is likely to exacerbate the problem. They travel through an entirely 
residential area between Centurion Court and the Blue Building, shouting and 
swearing - sometimes in large groups - to taxi cabs waiting for them on the Gunwharf 
Road. The increase in the late night license will only make this worse.  

There also seems to be no indication if live music will be played outside the premises 
– this should be inside only.

Regards 

O and R Engeham 

21 Centurion Court 
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Neil Fryatt

Address: 38 Anson Court The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BG

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:9:55 AM on 18 Apr 2019 I write to strongly OBJECT to the new premises licence

application by The Alchemist which is proposed to be situated at Canalside, Gunwharf Quays.

The addition of another late night venue immediately opposite the residential area at GWQ will

only escalate further the noise and anti-social behaviour that residents have increasingly been

subjected to over many years.

The effect of this licence being granted will be to increase further the late night / early morning

footfall of revellers moving between one drinks venue and another until close and often much later.

Much of the disturbance to residents peace and quiet is due to the inability of late night operators

in controlling noise and music escaping from their venues via opening and closing doors, revellers

smoking and congregating in groups outside the venues on the Canalside area and the dispersal

of revellers from the area when they are ushered off the premises at close down.

The Smoking and Dispersal policies of this application will not resolve or control the noise or anti-

social behaviour of customers once they are outside the Alchemist premises.

The siting of late night venues along this area is completely incompatible in such close proximity to

the residential area. Late night venues by their very nature create loud music, crowd noise, alcohol

led issues, noise disturbances and anti social behaviour. As a result of such activities we residents

suffer disturbed sleep on a regular basis.

If the granting of late night licences continues along Canalside this area will become increasingly

noisy and not dis-similar to those parts of the city once infamous for public disorder and anti-social
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behaviour.

The GWQ Commercial operator LandSec should show appropriate consideration regarding the

residents right to peace and quiet without disturbance to sleep by not burdening further the

residential area with yet another late night venue.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Ms Miranda Goonewardene

Address: 11 Brecon House The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BP

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:1:06 AM on 29 Apr 2019 I OBJECT to the above planning application on the grounds

that another late night bar so close to a large number of residential units will cause a great deal of

noise and disturbance.

Those of us who live here already have to put up with a considerable amount of noise pollution

and

antisocial behaviour in the early hours of the morning, from the loud, drunken patrons of the

current line-up of bars in Gunwharf Quays and the idea of adding another late night bar and music

venue less than 50 yards from people's flats is simply ridiculous.

Adding another bar means that Gunwharf Quays is in danger of becoming like the Guildhall area,

known for heavy drinking and rowdy, loutish behaviour into the early hours.

Over the years Gunwharf Quays security have proved they are not up to the job of handling large

numbers of drunken people as they arrive and leave the bars. The location of this particular site

means that the clients will have to pass in front of the Canalside apartments on their way to and

from Gunwharf Quays late at night.

In reality no amount of promises about keeping the doors closed after 11:00 pm and dispersing the

crowds quietly will have any effect. Smokers will congregate outside and make a noise, doors will

be held open causing music and voices to be heard in our homes and crowds of drunken people

do not move on quickly or quietly. This application includes alcohol sold for consumption off the

premises. This means patrons clutching take-away drinks will be able to roam around the area

after 1:00 am 3 nights a week.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Richard Hillier

Address: 26 Brecon House The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BP

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:12:11 PM on 13 Apr 2019 It's difficult to see how this bar / restaurant won't cause a

noise nuisance late at night for nearby residents. Stopping people drinking in outside areas after

11pm but allowing them to pop out for a smoke won't cut it.

It would be better for GQ to change policy and concentrate late night venues on the waterfront &

around the Spinnaker Tower i.e. further away from residential areas. And better still to develop

that long discussed walkway link to the rail/bus station through the GQ goods yard to improve late

night dispersal.
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Graham Jenkins

Address: 8 Anson Court The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BG

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:10:45 AM on 09 Apr 2019 DearSir/Madam, I am writing to register my strong objection

to the pending Alchemist application in Gunwharf Quays.

I have been a resident in Gunwharf Quays for 15 years, and I recognise the need for coexistence

of both Commercial interests and Residential interests. For the most part this coexistence has

been managed well in terms of retail outlets.

However, it is not managed well sadly when it comes to bars/nightclubs within Gunwharf,

especially considering they are positioned alongside Canalside - prime residential area.

The noise pollution from these establishments is already excessive. The foul and abusive

language from late night revellers as they leave is something a resident should not have to accept.

There is woefully inadequate supervision and proactive security - therefore my experience of

Gunwharf bars/nightclubs is not good at all.

Noise pollution occurs whenever doors are opened and whenever smokers/drinkers enter and exit

the premises - ie constant.

The application by/ for the Alchemist is I am afraid just more of the same. I had thought

Portsmouth City Council had a 'plan' to move late night drinking into the Guildhall area where they

can contain the issues in one place with minimal residential impact. Allowing more of these

establishments into Gunwharf will detract massively from residents' right to quiet enjoyment of life.

Anyone who lives near Canalside today will have their own history of disruption from Bar 38(as

was), Customs House, All Bar One, Tiger Tiger and the Spinnaker Tower. To add yet another

such establishment in unacceptable and shows no balanced consideration by LandSec for the

residents of Gunwharf Quays.

I object to this license application most strongly.
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Best Regards
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Stone, Derek

From: Nick Madge 
Sent: 29 April 2019 13:11
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Ltd, Gunwharf Quays - (19/02112/LAPREM)

The Senior Licensing Officer, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, PO1 2AL  

Dear Sir/Madam  

With regard to the above licensing case, we wish to register our objection to this application for a late night drinking licence, on the grounds that we 
already experience unacceptable noise and disturbance from the adjoining premises known as “The Liquorist”.  

The granting of an additional licence in the former Strada premises will undoubtedly exacerbate the problem rowdy and boisterous revellers disturbing 
our residential neighbours throughout the early hours of the mornings.  Not to mention the loud music that can be heard already from “The Liquorist” 
which would only get worse with another venue playing loud music until the early hours of the morning. 

Whilst LandSec (the Landlords of the premises) continue to deal with matters as best they are able, the issue of noise from outside drinkers, not to 
mention the smokers (who have to be catered for) is an unwanted and unacceptable imposition on our rights to enjoy a quiet and peaceful existence 
between the hours of 23.00 and 08.00. 

The current application will result in external drinkers and/or smokers being pushed further on to The Canalside and evermore closer to the residential 
units opposite. 

In addition, the approach and dispersal of customers HAS to be along The Canalside, once again increasing footfall and potential noise.  

The presence of late night drinking venues immediately adjacent to residential units is totally inappropriate and should not be considered, as there are 
far more appropriate locations within the development, away from our prestigious residential area. 

Kind Regards, 

Nicholas Madge 

24 Centurian Court, 
The Canalside, 
Gunwharf Quays, 
Portsmouth. 
PO1 3BQ. 

 

Appendix C

Page 95



This page is intentionally left blank



Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr John Miller

Address: 12 Brecon House The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BP

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:11:49 AM on 12 Apr 2019 The basis for my objection is that the granting of this licence

will not promote the licensing objectives, particularly the prevention of crime, disorder and public

nuisance.The proposed location is immediately opposite a residential area, and we directly face it.

The hours in the application would provide a further source of late-night alcohol in an area which

already has many similar establishments, including the Liquorist, with whom there have been and

still are issues including public disorder and nuisance, which Landsec / The Liquorist have

difficulty controlling.

Residents of Gunwharf Quays, particularly those in the vicinity of The Canalside, already have to

tolerate noise nuisance and anti-social behaviour at all hours of the night. Their views have been

made clear to LandSec. Those often find it impossible to sleep properly. Music blaring out from the

building, loud and constant noise of revellers outside, impacting negatively on the health and well-

being of neighbouring residents.

A further late night venue in this location would aggravate an already intolerable situation by

creating a "circuit-effect" with drinkers and revellers moving from one venue to another, creating

more noise.

There should be no new late-night and club-style licences permitted in this sector of Gunwharf

Quays.
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Stone, Derek

From: Anna Mitchell 
Sent: 29 April 2019 11:34
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Ltd, Gunwharf Quays - (19/02112/LAPREM)

Importance: High

The Senior Licensing Officer, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, PO1 2AL  

Dear Sir/Madam  

With regard to the above licensing case, we wish to register our objection to this application for a late night drinking licence, on the grounds that we 
already experience unacceptable noise and disturbance from the adjoining premises known as “The Liquorist”.  

The granting of an additional licence in the former Strada premises will undoubtedly exacerbate the problem rowdy and boisterous revellers disturbing 
our residential neighbours throughout the early hours of the mornings.  Not to mention the loud music that can be heard already from “The Liquorist” 
which would only get worse with another venue playing loud music until the early hours of the morning. 

Whilst LandSec (the Landlords of the premises) continue to deal with matters as best they are able, the issue of noise from outside drinkers, not to 
mention the smokers (who have to be catered for) is an unwanted and unacceptable imposition on our rights to enjoy a quiet and peaceful existence 
between the hours of 23.00 and 08.00.  

The current application will result in external drinkers and/or smokers being pushed further on to The Canalside and evermore closer to the residential 
units opposite.  

In addition, the approach and dispersal of customers HAS to be along The Canalside, once again increasing footfall and potential noise.  

The presence of late night drinking venues immediately adjacent to residential units is totally inappropriate and should not be considered, as there are 
far more appropriate locations within the development, away from our prestigious residential area. 

Kind regards 
Anna Mitchell 

29 Brecon House 
Gunwharf Quays 
Portsmouth  
PO1 3BQ 
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Neil Shaw

Address: Blake House  Gunwharf Quays, St Thomas, Portsmouth, Portsmouth City Council PO1

3TH

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:5:57 PM on 23 Apr 2019 When contemplating a move into Gunwharf Quays some 20

years ago, many prospective residents were assured by a Council representative that no late night

'drinking' licences would ever be issued in the adjacent commercial areas. It seemed that the

Council was determined to honour its intentions behind the mixed planning approval. That

apparent assurance led to many of us moving here.

Any infringements/inconsiderate behaviours by applicants and revellers at that time of 'newness'

were excused as probably due to teething problems.

Sadly, the regular police patrols were later removed from the residential side.

I hope the Council will stick to the apparent original policy and not subject the generally respectful

residents of this salubrious area to the increasing modern inconsideration that seems to be

creeping up on urban living.
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Stone, Derek

From: Peter Sumner 
Sent: 11 April 2019 08:12
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: Objection to Licensing Application for Alchemist Bar, Gunwharf Quays

Morning Debbie, I see the Alchemist Bar and Restaurant Limited has applied again for a premises licence for The 
Alchemist (former Strada), RT02 -03 Central Square, South Building, Gunwharf Quays.  

I wish to formally object again under the "Prevention of Public Nuisance" objective as will lead to significant additional 
noise and disruption and significant disruption to sleep as I live directly opposite on the canalside at 25 Brecon House, 
Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth, PO1 3BP.  

Let me know please if there is anything further I can/need to do.  

Regards, 
 Pete Sumner, 
 
  

 

From:        Peter Sumner
To:     debra.robson@p
Cc:        licensing@
Date:        08/10/2018 14:59
Subject:     Objection to Licensing Application 18/03601/LAPREM

Debbie, as discussed I wish to formally object to the licensing application 18/03601/LAPREM under the "Prevention of 
Public Nuisance" objective, my primary concern being if the outside terraces are used for live or recorded music (as 
currently not). My secondary concern if inside there is an extension to any live and/or recorded music, eg until 1:30am 
(weekdays) and/or 2:30am (weekends).  

The former will lead to significant additional noise and disruption, the latter additional noise and disruption, leading to 
significant disruption to sleep as I live directly opposite on the canalside at 25 Brecon House, Gunwharf Quays, 
Portsmouth, PO1 3BP.  

Regards, 
 Pete Sumner, 
 
  
  
Unless stated otherwise above: 

 
 

Unless stated otherwise above: 
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Ms Vanessa Wakefield

Address: 1 Centurion Court The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BQ

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:1:30 PM on 26 Apr 2019 With regard to the above licensing case again I wish to register

my objection to this (or any) application for a late night drinking licence, on the grounds that we

already experience unacceptable noise and disturbance from the adjoining premises known as

"The Liquorist". The granting of an additional licence in the former Strada premises will

undoubtedly exacerbate the problem of rowdy and boisterous revellers disturbing our residential

neighbours throughout the early hours of the mornings.

Whilst LandSec (the Landlords of the premises) continue to deal with matters as best they are

able, the issue of noise from outside drinkers, not to mention the smokers (who have to be catered

for) is an unwanted and unacceptable imposition on our rights to enjoy a quiet and peaceful

existence between the hours of 23.00 and 08.00. The current application will result in external

drinkers and/or smokers being pushed further on to The Canalside and evermore closer to the

residential units opposite. In addition, the approach and dispersal of customers HAS to be along

The Canalside, once again increasing footfall and potential noise.

The presence of late night drinking venues immediately adjacent to residential units is totally

inappropriate and should not be considered, as there are far more appropriate locations within the

development, away from our prestigious residential area that we like to call "Home".
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mrs Jo Wallace

Address: 45 Arethusa House, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TQ

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:3:18 PM on 25 Apr 2019 This is a residential area which is being ruined by ever more

clubs emitting noise in the early hours of the morning. It is being turned into a fairground.

Respectfully I would remind you that people have the right to the quiet enjoyment of their homes. I

object strongly to late hours licences that allow revellers to ruin the relaxed atmosphere of the

Gunwharf residential area. I register my objection to such a licence being allowed. Jo Wallace, 45

Arethusa House, Gunwharf Quays, PO1 3TQ
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mrs sarah Walters

Address: 50 Brecon House The Canalside, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3BP

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:9:29 PM on 28 Apr 2019 Dear Sir

I can't believe we are here again having to object to another Late Night Bar.

Residents already experience unacceptable noise, rowdy and boisterous behaviour until the early

hours of the morning from people drinking at The Liquroist, not to mention people sitting/standing

around outside smoking, with ever louder voices as the night goes on and people vomiting. An

additional licence

Will only increase this.

As Residents are we not entitled to expect peace and quiet at night time??

The dispersal of customers at the end of the evening is woefully inadequate and will only increase

the noise and footfall along The Canalside.

I except that living in an area that is mixed Commercial and Residential you are going to get some

noise but the presence of late night drinking venues immediately opposite residential apartments

is totally inappropriate, as there are far more appropriate locations with Gunwharf Quays, away

from the area people call "Home"
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Peter Webber

Address: 43 Blake House, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TH

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:8:46 PM on 07 Apr 2019 I object to this 2nd application for a premises license from the

Alchemist reference 19/02112/LAPREM.

I object to the Alchemist license being granted for exactly the same reasons given in my objection

to the first licensing application from the Alchemist, which was withdrawn by the applicant.

My objection is based on living only a short distance away from

the proposed Alchemist position, and the problems that we are already experiencing with noise

and nuisance in the early hours - there are too many late licensed premises in Gunwharf Quays

already - we do not need another.
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1

Stone, Derek

From: Licensing Shared Email
Sent: 22 April 2019 10:53
To: Robson, Debra
Subject: FW: Objection to proposed licence application 19/02112/LAPREM

From: John Wingrove [ ]  
Sent: 21 April 2019 22:21 
To: Licensing Shared Email 
Subject: Objection to proposed licence application 19/02112/LAPREM 

Dear Licensing Officer, 

I live in Flat 8, Brecon House, Gunwharf Quays, PO1 3BP. I am on the second floor overlooking 
the canal at Gunwharf. My windows and balcony look directly across to the proposed development 
referred to as The Alchemist. 

I already suffer considerable noise and disruption from The Liquorist bar which is next door to the 
proposed development. Any increase in noise and disruption from an additional bar/restaurant 
would be completely intolerable for me. 

I urge you to refuse any drinking or entertainment licence which will further disrupt residents 
quality of life along Canalside. 

Kind Regards, John Wingrove ( ) 
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Comments for Licensing Application 19/02112/LAPREM

Application Summary

Application Number: 19/02112/LAPREM

Address: R02 To R03 Central Square South Building Gunwharf Quays Portsmouth PO1 3TW

Proposal: Premises Licence

Case Officer: Ms Debra Robson

Customer Details

Name: Mr Gareth Wokes

Address: 39 Blake House, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth PO1 3TH

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:6:54 PM on 21 Apr 2019 To allow a late night drinking establishment to be situated so

close to private residencies is wrong. The application calls for drinking

until midnight and even until 1.00am in the morning. This will result in disruption well into the night.

That is totally unreasonable considering how close it is to homes with children and pensioners.

My wife and I object to this application.
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Dear Resident 

Re: The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant Limited, Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth 

In September 2018 Portsmouth City Council received an application for a premises 
Licence for The Alchemist Bar & Restaurant. This application was withdrawn in November 
2018. 

We have been advised that the company wish to make a new Premises Licence 
application and have asked this Licensing Authority if we could assist with distributing the 
attached information sheet to all parties that objected to the application prior to it being 
withdrawn. 

We are not in a position to supply the agent acting on the companies behalf with your 
contact details but as you made a representation against the original application, we have 
agreed to make contact with you in order to assist all parties. 

Whilst the Licensing Authority remains totally independent in this process, the Home Office 
revised guidance under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 permits licensing authorities 
to encourage co-operation between applicants, responsible authorities and, where 
relevant, local residents and businesses before applications are submitted in order to 
minimize the scope for disputes to arise. 

Once the Premises Licence application is received it will be advertised either on or around 
the venue and in the local press as per the advertising requirements under the Licensing 
Act 2003. 

Kind regards 

Derek Stone  
Principal Licensing Officer 

Licensing Service 
Civic Offices 
Guildhall Square 
Portsmouth 
PO1 2AL 

Phone:  

Our Ref: 
Date:      4th February 2019 
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